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EDITORIALS

COMMENTARY

Providing bene9ts to spouses of police, 9rst
responders who died by suicide is right step
Helping families that are left picking up the pieces isn’t too much to ask, and it isn’t
expensive. It’s also important to invest in programs to prevent these tragedies.
By CST Editorial Board

Apr 27, 2022, 8:00pm CDT
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That’s not the case with the proposition Ald. Matt O’Shea (19th) introduced
Wednesday.
Mayor Lori Lightfoot and O’Shea’s 49 peers have shown support for his plan that
would allow surviving spouses of officers, firefighters and paramedics who die by
suicide the same financial benefits granted to families of officers killed in the line of
duty, the Chicago Sun-Times’ Fran Spielman reported.
Who can argue with that?

Editorials
The emotional toll of these jobs is undeniable, and can wreak havoc on a first
responder’s mental health.
Of the 632 law enforcement deaths in the country within the last few years, 25% were
suicides. Within the last two years, suicide was the second-leading cause of death of
police officers after COVID-19.
Helping families that are left picking up the pieces is certainly not too much to ask,
and the cost to taxpayers isn’t expensive.
Under O’Shea’s proposed ordinance, surviving spouses would get a year’s salary and
access to a fund that could provide anywhere from $20,000 to $40,000 for family
health care, education and other expenses.
The ordinance would apply retroactively to Jan. 1, 2018, accommodating both
Anastasia “Stacy” Escamilla and Julie Troglia, who lost their police officer husbands
to suicide in 2019 and 2021, respectively.
The women wanted to “change the system,” said former federal prosecutor Patrick

Collins, who coaxed O’Shea to make the proposed ordinance retroactive.
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Other women in their shoes are doing the same elsewhere.
Take the case of Erin Smith, who pushed for her husband’s suicide to be recognized
as a line-of-duty death after the Metropolitan Police officer took his own life following
the Jan. 6, 2021 Capitol riots.
Last month, the D.C. Police and Firefighters’ Retirement and Relief Board ruled that
Jeffrey Smith, who was attacked during the insurrection, did indeed die in the lineof-duty and granted Erin Smith a full pension.
Here in Chicago, where 13 first responders died by suicide within the last five years,
city officials must keep exploring what can be done to keep these sobering numbers
down.
There’s enough money in the city’s 2022 budget for Chicago police to hire 11 more
mental health counselors, adding to the current 10 on staff. Filling these positions
should be a top priority.
Lending a hand to grieving spouses of officers, firefighters and paramedics who died
by suicide is a no-brainer. Investing in programs that will keep these tragedies from
occurring is paramount too.
Send letters toletters@suntimes.com
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Pondering the latest numbers on COVID-19
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ART

Immersive art experience featuring works of Monet, Renoir,
Degas heading to Chicago
“Immersive Monet & The Impressionists” is the latest such experience to make its
way to Chicago.
By Miriam Di Nunzio

May 9, 2022, 12:05pm CDT

WHITE SOX

Aaron Bummer to IL, Jake Burger to Charlotte as White Sox
reinstate Yoan Moncada, Joe Kelly
A right knee strain puts Bummer on the 15-day injured list.
By Daryl Van Schouwen

May 9, 2022, 11:56am CDT

CRIME

Lincoln Park robbery victim remains in critical condition
after he was shot three times by duo wanted in 7 other
North Side crimes
“Dakotah [Earley] is fighting as hard as he can right now,” his brother wrote
Sunday.
By David Struett

May 9, 2022, 11:15am CDT

BEARS

Bears cut Ledarius Mack, sign six undrafted rookies
Mack, the brother of former Bears linebacker Khalil Mack, played in three games
last season. The six players who were signed participated in last weekend’s rookie
minicamp on a tryout basis.
By Mark Potash

May 9, 2022, 11:07am CDT

UKRAINE

Jill Biden pays surprise visit to Ukraine, meets 9rst lady
The first ladies met at a school being used to temporarily house Ukrainian
migrants.
By Associated Press

May 9, 2022, 11:04am CDT
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